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Ho! Ho! Ho! - Oh, No! 

Russell Gall 

Manager 

Spoiler alert: This article may 
traumatize adults who still believe in 
Santa. 

Every family has their own 
traditions during the holidays and 
nothing is held more sacred in a 
Santa-believing family than the 
delivery of Christmas gifts from the 
big guy. For some, Santa shows up 
early evening on Christmas Eve. 
For others, Santa pops in late on 
that day, and still for others, he 
appears on Christmas Morning. 
For my family, delivery sometimes 
occurred in the house, while other 
years outside the front door. This 
annual delivery schedule rarely 

deviated, since 

Spoiler Alert: May traumatize 
adults who still believe in 

Santa obviously 
has to factor in 
all aspects of 
delivery. Santa. 

So when my 
wife Jackie and 

I were first married, I had to learn 
her side of the family's traditional 
gift delivery scheme. Since a couple 
of her siblings were quite young and 
still full "believers", Santa's delivery 
always occurred on Christmas Eve, 
conveniently during the family's 
attendance at church services. My 
parents-in-law quickly realized 
there was a new opportunity to 
make the Santa delivery easier for 
themselves - and less suspicious, I 
might add - by simply shifting it to 
their new son-in-law and eager-to­
please daughter. Thus, the plan was 
hatched that when Virgil and Karen 
departed for church, youngsters 
in tow, Jackie, her older sister 
Jeannette, and I would hang back 
to ensure Santa came through as 
expected. As soon as their car rolled 
out of the yard, the three Santa's 
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helpers sprang into action 
to move the presents from 
the hiding spot in the 
basement up to its rightful 
place under the tree. 

With my arms loaded 
to maximum capacity, 
I ascended the stairs 
doing my best Santa 
parody, complete with a 
final "HO! HO! HO!" 
Suddenly, at the top of 
the stairs, the top gift 
slipped from my arms 
and headed for the abyss 
of the stairwell. Trying 
not to drop all the other 
packages, I batted at the 
gift continuously, trying 
to bring it back to within 
reach. It spun in the air 
at my eye level for what 
seemed like an eternity. 
And when the twirling gift 
became irretrievable, my 

Santa impersonation went 
to "HO! HO! HO! - OH 
NO!" I watched, horrified, 
as it tumbled down the 
stairs like Gerald Ford 
exiting Air Force One. 
Santa went silent. As I 
stared down at the bottom 
of the stairs, the third 
elf Jeannette suddenly 
appeared from around 
the corner and picked 
up the mangled gift. The 
box had broken open, 
and what remained of the 
contents was exposed - a 
hand-painted porcelain 
Christmas tree - intended 
for Jeannette, herself 

This became known as 
the Ho! Ho! Ho! - Oh no! 
Christmas event. It's a tale 
of a delivery gone woefully 
wrong, and one I never 
want to repeat. 
(continued on page 6) 

Just as Santa juggles these packages, so too must CME carefully 

juggle all the components of our rate study to determine a rate that 

is fair and equitable. 
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CO-OP NEWS 

CME VISITS MARTY SCHOOL 

Mike Dangel visited the elementary classrooms of Marty Indian School earlier this 
month to present a brief program on electricity to the elementary science classes. 
Assisted by CME lineman Cole Christopherson, Mike engaged the students, from 
kindergarten-level through fifth-graders, with the educational program. The 
students were introduced to how electricity is generated, whether it be from 
a generating plant or from a hydropower facility such as the Ft. Randall Dam. 
The lesson also explained how the electricity that the students use every day is 
transported from the generation site to their homes, via a complex system of 
poles, wires, transformers, and associated equipment. 

The demonstration also included tips for using electricity safely. Students viewed 
the tabletop model farm site as Mike demonstrated the importance of avoiding 
overhead power lines, and what to do if a vehicle or farm equipment comes in 
contact with a power line. 

In all, four sessions were presented. We thank the Marty Indian School for inviting 
us to visit and meet with their students. 

Open 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Closed weekends/holidays 

Call 1-800-208-8587 for outages or emergencies. 

Your meter is read on the 1st of each month. Payments are due by the 20th of 

each month. $2 fee for late payments. 
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WINTER SAFETY 

Be Prepared fo 
Winter Driving 
Prepare Your Car for Winter 

In addition to annual maintenance, here are some tips to 
winterize your car: 

• Test your battery; battery power drops as the 
temperature drops 

• Make sure the cooling system is in good working order 
Have winter tires with a deeper, more flexible tread put • 

• 
on your car 
If using all-season tires, check the tread and replace if 
less than 2/32 of an inch 
Check the tire pressure; tire pressure drops as the 
temperature drops 
Check your wiper blades and replace if needed 
Add wiper fluid raced for -30 degrees 
Keep your gas tank at least half full to avoid gas line 
freeze 

Remember to keep your car's emergency preparedness kit 
fully stocked, too. 

Before You Start Out 

• Clean your car's external camera lenses and side mirrors 
• Remove dire, ice and snow from sensors to allow the 

assiscive-driving features, like automatic emergency 
braking, to work 
In frigid weather, you may want to warm up the car 
before you drive 
To prevent carbon monoxide poisoning, never leave a 
vehicle running in your garage - even with the garage 
door up 
If the forecast looks iffy, wait out the storm; if you must 
travel, share your travel plans and route with someone 
before you leave 

How to Avoid a Crash 

AAA offers the following driving tips: 
• Avoid using cruise control in wintry conditions 
• Steer in the direction of a skid, so when your wheels 

regain traction, you don't have to overcorrect to stay in 
your lane 

• Accelerate and decelerate slowly 
• Increase following distance to 8 to 10 seconds 
• If possible, don't stop when going uphill 
If visibility is severely limited due to a whiteout, pull off the 

road to a safe place and do not drive until conditions improve. 
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Avoid pulling off onto the shoulder unless it is an absolute 
emergency. Limited visibility means other vehicles can't see 
yours on the shoulder. 

Know Your Car's Capabilities 

My Car Does What? is a national campaign to help educate 
drivers about the safety features built into vehicles. Search for 
your car and find out what safety features are already builc in. 

Traction control is now standard on most new vehicles. 
This function helps your vehicle gain traction on snowy, icy or 
wee surfaces, particularly when accelerating from a stopped or 
slowed position, or when trying to make it up a slippery hill. 

Ami-lock braking system (ABS) helps you steer in 
emergencies by restoring traction to your tires and is standard 
on most new vehicles. ABS may vibrate or pulse when 
engaged. This is normal. Continue to press and hold pressure 
to the brake pedal. 

Remember, you are your car's best safety feature. Take 
precautions to ensure you arrive safely at your destination. If 
you become stranded in an unfamiliar area, do not leave your 
car. Light flares in front and behind the car and make sure the 
exhaust pipe is not blocked by snow, mud or objects. 
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Don't Dig Near Power Lines 

Hayes Schomp, Age 10 
Hayes Schomp cautions people to be careful where they 
dig. Hayes is the son of Thad and Devan Schomp from 
Eklron, S.D., members of Sioux Valley Energy. 

Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety t ip to 
your local electric cooperative (address found on Page 3). 
If your poster is published, you'll receive a prize. All entries 
must include your name, age, mailing address and the 
names of your parents. Colored drawings are encouraged. 



Please send your favorite recipes 
to your local electric cooperative 
(address found on Page 3). Each 
recipe printed will be entered into a 
drawing for a prize in December 2023. 
All entries must include your name, 
mailing address, phone number and 
cooperative name. 
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MANAGER'S COLUMN 

Manager's Column 
continued from page 2 

However, since it is December, I thought maybe I 
could use it as a segue into delivering a message about 
the cost of service study we are presendy undertaking. 
It is a study chat we undertake every six to seven years 
to ensure chat rates are appropriate for each class of 
customer we serve. Power Systems Engineering (PSE) 
from Madison, Wisconsin has been gathering billing, 
expense, and revenue data from CME in an effort to 
understand where the cooperative incurs coses, so chat 
rates can be adjusted and applied to the customers chat 
generate those expenses. It's a sound business practice 
chat the board of directors uses to make informed 
decisions on electricity prices. 

Not unlike seeing a Christmas gift bouncing down the 
stairs, one shocking revelation of the study was the cost 
of having an electric service in place. Without selling 
one kilowatt-hour, the expense to the cooperative now 
stands at $88 per month for each electric service point 
provided by Charles Mix Electric. That means chat the 
current monthly service charge at $42 per month is 
falling woefully short of covering chat expense. It does 
not mean the cooperative is running the financial ledger 
in Christmas red ink; rather, it means that the expense 
of having a service is being recouped in the price per 
kWh sold, rather than in the service charge. A closer 
look at your monthly bill will demonstrate how much 
electricity you have to buy before chat $88 per month 
cost is covered by energy sales. 
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Now you may be bracing yourself for a Grinch-level 
announcement of a rate increase right before Christmas, 
but please don't unplug your porcelain Christmas tree 
just yet. We still have a way to go with the rate study 
and nothing has been proposed as of late November. 
The timeline of rate changes will progress according to 
the CME Board of Directors' instructions. That directive 
is to work towards a rate design chat covers expenses 
while still protecting the members from costs shifts 
created by new technology. PSE has their work cut out 
for chem to make sure that any changes made to the rate 
structures are going to be applied fairly to the members. 
Not only chat, any major changes in the rate structure 
will be phased in over a few years so chat members can 
learn how their electric use affects their bill, so they learn 
ro manage use ro their advantage. 

The previous paragraph is probably as confusing as 
the ingredient list of a fruitcake recipe. The simple truth 
is chat I don't know what the recommendation for the 
race design will be. I would like to note that Charles Mix 
Electric has not changed rates since January of 2019. 
I am pretty proud of that fact since we can all see that 
the cost of everything has risen dramatically over the 
last three years. Unfortunately, electricity prices cannot 
stay frozen forever, since it is anticipated that the cost 
of power to Charles Mix Electric is going to rise over 
the next few years. This is especially true with regard to 
changes to EPA energy regulations and in the generation 

mix of our power supply. Although 
this news is scarier than handing 
me a pile of your Christmas gifts 
for delivery, I am confident that any 
increases will be less than what we 
see in everything else. When I know 
more, I will continue to inform our 
members going forward. 

In conclusion, I wish everyone a 
blessed Christmas holiday season. 
Remember that when you learn the 
secret of Santa, it is YOUR job to 
become Santa Claus for all those that 
still believe. Please have faith in one 
another, carry one gift at a time, and 
be safe this winter. Merry Christmas! 



Miss South Dakota 
Shannon Marvel 
shannon.marvel@sdrea.coop 

Six years ago, Miranda Orth O'Bryan had 

just finished her first year at South Dakota 
Scace University when she set her eyes on the 

Miss South Dakota crown. 
Her good friend and reigning Miss SDSU 

at the time - Miranda Mack - had just been 

crowned Miss South Dakota 2017. 
It inspired her to throw her own hat into 

the ring. 
Soon after, O 'Bryan realized it was so 

much more than a beauty pageant. 
"The moment chat I set foot on my first 

local competition stage I was hooked," 

O'Bryan said. 
"I didn't even realize at chat point what it 

would mean to be Miss South Dakota, and 
over the years I realized how impactful it is to 

have chat platform." 
O'Bryan was crowned Miss South Dakota 

2023 lastJune. 
According to the organization's website, the 

Miss America opportunity has evolved over 
the years to bener serve the women involved 

in the program and the communities in 
which they live. 

"Throughout the competition and in 

interviews, delegates have the opportunity 
to connect with the judges, showcase 
their community service initiatives, and 
demonstrate how they are uniquely qualified 
for the exciting 365-day opportunity of being 
Miss America," the website reads. 

The 25-year-old Martin native knows a 
thing or two about community leadership 
and the importance of community service. 

Thar's because she grew up in a rural co-op 
family. 

Her grandpa is Wayne Sterkel, who served 
as general manager for Lacreek Electric 
Association, Inc. from 1982 through 2017. 

Her membership with the cooperative 
began before she was even born. 

According to O'Bryan, her mother's baby 
shower celebration was hosted right in the 
co-op's conference room. 

Her parents, Mikaela and Chris O'Bryan, 
would gather at the co-op's headquarters 
in Martin for many special occasions 

throughout the years. 
"We'd go to the annual meeting 

every year. That's what built me up 

and gave me opportunity," O 'Bryan 
said. "It's important. A lot of people 

may not undersrand. They say, 
'Why they'd ever need to go to a 
rural electric cooperative meeting?' 

Bur chat's your opportunity to 

connect with the people who 

keep your lights on and your 
community." 

O'Bryan was also in the group if high 
school students who visited Washington, 

D.C. through the South Dakota Rural 
Electric Youth Tour. She also won a $1,000 

scholarship to arrend South Dakota Scace 
University through the Lacreek Electric 

scholarship program. 
"Without seeing char chose opporrw1iries 

were there, I would've never thought about 

pursuing greater ones down the road," 

O'Bryan said. 
Growing up, O'Bryan was heavily 

supported by the community services within 
the small, rural community ofBennen 
Cow1ty, especially the public library. 

O 'Bryan said her mother had her at a 
young age and during her childhood, money 

was tight. 
She fondly recalls spending countless 

hours at the public library in Martin with her 
grandmother while her parents were at work. 

The library became an invaluable resource 

for O'Bryan. 
So as part of her community service 

initiative as Miss South Dakota, she's doing 
what she can to highlight, support and 
enhance reading resources so more children 
have access to the same opportunities as she 

did. 
"Reading has always played a significant 

role in my life. Growing up with a single 
mom who was attending college, living 
on Medicaid, and in free/reduced housing 

meant I might nor always get the new Barbie 
I wanted, but a book was never turned 
down," O 'Bryan wrote in her blog. 

"I spent my nights living in a crime­
stricken neighborhood bonding with my 

mom and adoptive dad over tales of fur-off 
lands and grand adventures. As a young girl 
on the Pine Ridge Reservation, I spent my 
time reading in my mom's classroom and my 

grandma's library in Martin, engulfed in as 

many books as I could get my hands on." 
She hie the ground running after winning 

the stare crown, launching a successful 
reading initiative which put 10,000 books in 

school libraries statewide. 
She's the published author of a children's 

book, Jericho the Journalism Kitty. 
She founded Page Turners: Fall in Love 

with Reading, a program that encourages 
cl1ildren to read. 

Building a foundation for cl1ildren to 

access literature regardless of their household 
income or location was the first step. 

Now she's working with youth throughout 
the state and making visits to classrooms in 
an effort to spark a love of reading within 

their young minds. 
O 'Bryan shares with classrooms how 

reading influenced her success and showing 
just how powerful Literacy is in personal 

development. 
"I see it happening- people are finding 

chat passion. Reading is a foundation for 
everything in life," O'Bryan said. 

She firmly believes and serves as living 
proof that it's nor where you started that 

determines your future successes. 
"It's where you're going," she said. 

And during the first week ofJanuary, 
O 'Bryan is going to Orlando, Fla. To 
compete against 50 ocher women for the 
Miss America crown. 

The Miss America Pageant is slated for 
Jan. 6-14 at the Wale Disney Theater in the 
Dr. Philips Center for Performing Arts. 
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Electric Cooperatives 
Spread Holiday Cheer 
Frank Turner 

frank.turner@sdrea.coop 

While Santa's elves are hard at work 
at the North Pole, South Dakota's 
electric cooperatives are working to 

bring their own magic to their local 
neighborhoods , illuminating local 
parades with festive lights . Black Hills 
Electric Cooperative is just one of many 
examples of how a co-op can not only 
bring light but also creativity to their 
community. 

Every December, Black Hills Electric 
crafts an exceptional float for the an nual 
Custer Parade of Lights. For Bill Brisk, 
the manager of operations at Black 
Hills Electric, the parade isn't merely 
an event - it's a cherished tradition for 
their co-op. 

As the parade approaches, the Black 
Hills Electric workshop bustles with 
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activity, mirroring Santa's very own workshop. Guided by a 
design from Brisk, linemen and staff assemble their unique 
Christmas float - crafting, welding and fabricating many of 
their designs from scratch. 

"Just a few nights before the parade, we host a family 
night where we bring out the families of our employees," 



said Brisk. "The co-op provides food 
and drinks and we all work together to 
finish the float. " 

In just two weeks, the co-op 
repurposes discarded equipment and 
scrap parts into creative masterpieces . 
One year, the co-op created an 
oversized shopping care from old pipe 
laying around the shop. The next, they 
used retired meter loop pipes, guy 
wires, and meter covers co create palm 
trees and coconuts for a beachside 
Santa scene. Even Willie Wirehand, 
the co-op's safety mascot, has been 
outfitted for a festive float. Despite 
being fabricated from old parts, the 
end resulc is always something worthy 
of a debut at the North Pole. 

"Mose everything we do is built 
in our shop." said Brisk. "We do all 

of the fabrications ourselves , and we 
haven't had a flop yet." 

Luckily, the co-op's efforts haven't 
gone unnoticed. Since 2015 , they've 
clinched an award every year at 
the Custer Parade with the only 
exceptions being 2020 and 2021 when 
the pandemic halted festivities. Their 
trophy collection holds a wide range 
of awards, boasting awards like the 
Rudolph's Choice Award, Best Light, 
Best Music and most recencly, the 
Custer Fruit Cake Award. 

Dawn Murray, the executive director 
of the Custer Chamber of Commerce, 
expressed her admiration. "They really 
go all out. Beyond the parade, they 
even participate in our scarecrow 
decorating contest. I remember one 
year they had a scarecrow up in a 

LIGHT PARADE 

bucket truck, which was really cool." 
Yet, for Black Hills Electric, Custer 

is just the beginning. The co-op has 
grand visions for a broader festive 
footprint. With a service area chat 
screeches from just south of Terry Peak 
to Nebraska, Brisk sees even more 
opportunities co shower communities 
with holiday cheer. 

"It's a festive time of year and 
something chat we wane co extend 
out to different towns in our service 
territory," said Brisk. "Seeing the kids' 
eyes brighten when we light up our 
float for the first time really makes the 
whole thing worth it, and if we can 
spread chat co more of our members, 
all the better." 
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COMMUNITY 

In a game of "Musical Buildings", the former CME building is now occupied by the Lake Andes City Hall. The old City Hall became the Rural 

Office of Community Service, and the city library has moved from the Carnegie building to a duplex formerly used by the ROCS. The space 

vacated by the library will hopefully be utilized as a museum. 

CME's move leads to 
chain of upgrades 
Ir's "old news" already that CME 
has been operating out of its new 
location on the east edge of Lake 
Andes for going on two years 
now. Within that time, there have 
been many positive changes to the 
business community that can be 
tied directly to that move. Not only 
did Lake Andes gain a beautiful 
new building within its city limits, 
the move set off a "domino effect" 
of improvements that are just now 
reaching completion. 

Back in 2021, as construction of 
the office building progressed, one 
cop priority was to find a buyer for 
the facility that was being vacated. 
After all, no one wants to see 
another empty building in their 
community if it can be prevented. 
Although no longer suitable for 
CME's needs in terms of space, 
storage, and vehicle housing, there 
was still plenty of life in the old 
headquarters building. All it needed 
was the right tenant. And so comes 
the first domino in the chain: a sale 
was negotiated with the City of Lake 
Andes, who is currently utilizing the 
building as the City Hall/Finance 
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office. The move provided additional 
office and storage space for the 
five city government employees, a 
spacious conference room for city 
council meetings, and ample shop 
space and an outdoor yard. In fact, 
the building provided enough office 
space that the City was able to rent 
space to a local attorney whose Main 
Street office was damaged by fire, 
as well as provide a temporary base 
for a photography business whose 
building was undergoing extensive 
reconstruction due to a vehicle 
accident. 

City Finance Officer Charlotte 
Pesicka says, "The additional space 



Librarian Maryjo Parker has been busy organizing and shelving books in the new site of the 

Lake Andes Public Library. 

in the new facility has increased 
work efficiency, allowing us to 
assist customers in a quicker, more 
timely manner. The maintenance 
department has more space for the 
supplies and equipment needed to 
keep the city maintained." 

As the City moved its base of 
operations, they also encountered 
the same dilemma of what would 
become of their old building. The 
second domino fell into place as the 
Rural Office of Community Service 
(ROCS), who had moved from Lake 
Andes to Wagner in 2018, was able 
to move a portion of their operation 
back to Lake Andes. Clients can 
now access various community 
outreach programs, including 
energy assistance, weatherization 
services, a food pantry, and more in 
either location. Outreach Provider 
Carla Pesicka appreciates the bright 
space, which she says provides a 
convenient, more accessible central 
location, especially for those lacking 
transportation. 

Domino number three has been in 
progress a little longer. The building 
that had at one point been utilized 
by the ROCS was a duplex located 
near the Andes Central School. It 

has now become the new site of 
the Lake Andes Public Library. The 
existing Carnegie Public Library 
building, built in 1911, was lacking 
in space, was poorly-lit, and was not 
handicapped-accessible. However, 
its status as a "historical" building 
prohibited much remodeling or 
changes to the original structure. 
When the opportunity arose for a 
move to a more spacious location, 
it seemed like Fate had answered a 
prayer. Renovations to the duplex 
have been ongoing over the past 
several months, and the library was 
slated to open its new location on 
November 8th. 

Head Librarian Maryjo Parker 
is excited about the potential 
of the new site, and hopes that 
the convenient access for school 
students will increase the number of 
library visitors. The two halves of the 
duplex will provide separate areas 
for the children's and adult sections 
of the library. Each section will 
host several computers for public 
use. Parker hopes to use the small 
kitchenette facilities to possibly 
host cooking classes as part of the 
community programming provided 
by the library, as well as to prepare 

COMMUNITY 

Outreach Provider Carla Pesicka displays 

some of the helpful information available at 

the Lake Andes ROCS office branch. 

light snacks for children who visit. 
There will also be comfortable 
seating space for those who want 
to linger over a book or magazine, 
making the new library much 
more than just a place to check out 
books. And what will become of the 
Carnegie building on Main Street? 
It is hoped that the historic building 
can be used as a small museum of 
sorts, housing memorabilia related 
to Lake Andes and surrounding 
area. It will be the final domino 
in the chain, as the effects of 
CME's move ripple throughout the 
community. 

Lake Andes' Finance Officer Charlotte 

Pesicka writes out a receipt at the front desk 

of the new City Hall, former home of CME. 
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Garretson Childcare helpers are getting ready to help grow their daycare. 

REED FUND 
Powering Your Community 
Shannon Marvel 
shannon.marvel@sdrea.coop 

The community development financial 
institution powered by rural electric 
cooperatives in South Dakota is about to 
reach a major milestone. 

The (Rural Electric Economic 
Development) Fund's total dollar amount 
in projects impacted is anticipated to 
reach $1 billion by the end of 2023, 
according to Eric Fosheim, Economic 
Development Manager for REED. 

REED also exceeded 10,000 in jobs 
impacted (created or retained) since its 
creation in 1996. 

"Currently, we sit at just over $998 
million in total projects impacted," 
Fosheim said in October. 

The REED Fund is a 501 (c)3 

corporation and operates as a revolving 
loan fund that provides financing for 
economic development projects in rural 
areas. 

Those projects that receive REED Fund 
dollars must promote growth and be a 
catalyse in creating more business, wealth 
and job opportunities within the rural 
community. The projects are also expected 
to improve infrastructure and economic 
base in rural areas. 

The REED Fund provides financing 
from the federal government and other 
lender, in addition to revolving interest 
payments collected over the years. 
The REED Fund does not use money 
generated by electric rate charges. 
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Fosheim said that as of September 30, 
REED has issued 401 loans for a total of 
$125.26 million. 

"This includes $104,174,418 in 
loans made using REED dollars and 
$21,082,793 from the USDA Rural 
Economic Development Loan and Grant 
program," Fosheim said. 

Central Electric General Manager Ken 
Schlimgen, left, delivers REED funding to 

Mitchell Technical College. 



Fosheim said it isn't entirely surprising 
that the $1 billion was hit this year. 

"REED has seen steady growth over 
the years, but typically sees higher than 
normal application volume in times of 
rising interest rates. In addition, costs are 
rising as well, so total project costs for 
each individual project have been higher 
as well. 

Dakota Energy General Manager Chad 
Felderman has been on the REED Fund 
board since 2018. 

He said the impact the REED Fund 
has on local communities is unique, 
noting that the businesses the fund helps 
aren't necessarily ones that Dakota Energy 
provides electricity to, but are ones that 
help our communities, "which in turn 
helps our members where they live," he 
said. 

"It is gratifying to help our hospitals, 
fire departments, and schools purchase 
equipment so our small communities 
can provide those essential services," 
Felderman said. 

One of those projects funded by REED 
is the Huron Regional Medical Center 
dialysis building. 

"We are proud to support HRMC in 
sustaining and expanding local access to 
critical medical services right here in our 
community,' Felderman said. 

Douglas Electric Cooperative General 
Manager Jay Spaans echoed Felderman's 
sentiment, noting that the REED Fund is 
special because co-ops get to loan money 
to businesses that they don't always serve. 

"For us, it is just about making 

improvements in the community. Sure, 
we would like to serve the load, but even if 
the new load doesn't reside in our territory, 
we still will fund the loan," Spaans said. 
"It is all about the greater good for our 
communities." 

West River Electric CEO Dick Johnson 
also serves on the REED Fund board. 
He's one of the first board members to 
represent a co-op in the western part of 
the state. The REED Fund was originally 
set up by co-ops in eastern South Dakota. 
After two decades of successful growth and 
development, the REED Fund decided 
to allow co-ops in western South Dakota 
to join in 2017. Johnson said West River 
Electric was one of the first western co-ops 
to be accepted into the REED Fund. 

"It was one of the best things we 
could ask for. We were struggling with 
our own revolving loan fund but we had 
primarily loaned to government entities, 
no businesses,'' Johnson said. 

"When we became members of REED 
that gave us another tool in our toolbox 
to offer our members who were interested 
in our area or needed to expand their 
businesses or infrastructure." 

West River Electric hasn't had many 
loans, but Johnson is still encouraged by 
what he's seen as a board member. 

"Sitting on the Board and seeing the 
applications and the impact we are having 
on the economy of small towns all over 
South Dakota is phenomenal,'' Johnson 
said. 

Johnson had high praise for the folks at 
the REED Fund office in Madison, calling 

Participants celebrate the groundbreaking for the National Music Museum in Vermillion. 

REED FUND 

them a "class act" who really understand 
the region's rural areas. 

"They work hard to say yes and 
somehow make it work. The fact that 
the local co-op board can help make the 
decision to move a project forward is 
unheard of - real boots on the ground 
who are in the communities we serve and 
understand what is needed to thrive," 
Johnson said. "It is a unique model just 
like the cooperative business model." 

Did You Know 
From 2018 to 2022, electric 

cooperatives in South Dakota 
spent $5.7 Billion on capital 
investment, operations, and 
maintenance activities and 
retired $102.8 Million in capital 
credits paid to consumer­
members. 

Through these expenditures, 
co-ops drive economic benefits 
in their local communities and 
throughout the state. 

Over the five-year period, 
electric co-ops in South Dakota 
are responsible for: 

STATEWIDE IMPACT 

• $4.2 Billion to South 
Dakota's Gross State 
Product (GSP) 

• An average of 5,848 jobs 
in South Dakota each 
year 

• $2 Billion in labor income 
in South Dakota 

• $194.1 Million in federal 
taxes 

• $423 Mill ion in state 
taxes 

• $418.4 Million in local 
taxes 

All of these impacts occur 
in counties where electric 
cooperatives operate, 
showcasing the substantial local 
economic benefits that co-ops 
provide in the communities 
they serve. 
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AGRICULTURAL CAMERAS 

Cameras give producers the opportunity to monitor one of the ranch's most valuable assets: cows! 

BOVINE BABY 
MONITORS 
Local Producers Blend Tradition 
with Innovation 
Frank Turner 

frank.turner@sdrea.coop 

Just as parents rely on baby monitors 
to keep an eye on their sleeping infants, 
ranchers across South Dakota are 
embracing advanced camera systems to 
protect their prized newborn calves. These 
bovine baby monitors offer a crucial 
safeguard, ensuring the safety of one of the 
ranch's most valuable assets. 

Producers Logan and Layton 
Hendrickson, hailing from Meadow, 
S.D., represent the sixth generation 
of their family's operation in farming 
and ranching in South Dakota. The 

surveillance technology utilized by Logan 
and his family, however, is a far cry from 
the farming practices of Logan's great­
great-great-grandfather, Franz Seidel, 
who at the unlikely age of 56, established 
their farmstead in 1907 after fleeing from 
unsettled times in Russia. Despite a legacy 
spanning over a century, the Hendrickson 
and Seidel family operation proves that 
even a long-standing operation can 
embrace new technologies and modern 
solutions. 

"Our farm has been passed down 
through the generations, and we have 
been building on it ever since, like Lego 
bricks," said Logan. 
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Recent winters marked by challenging 
weather and significant snowfall have 
emphasized the role of cameras during the 
calving season. After all, it doesn't matter 
whether the sun is shining or a blizzard is 
rolling in, nature persists. Beyond staying 
warm, these cameras offer producers a 
less invasive method of observing their 
cattle, reducing the amount of stress put 
on cow and calf pairing. Installed in their 
barn, the Hendrickson's camera system 
streams live video of the cows straight to 

The Hendrickson family uses a camera to keep an 
eye on their cattle during the ca lving season. 



AGRICULTURAL CAMERAS 

co using a 400-horsepower tractor with 
auto-steer and air conditioning." 

Whether it's record-keeping on your 
cellphone or using advanced technologies 
like GPS guidance, Logan said his family 
has utilized new technologies in a way that 

has kept their operation competitive and 
relevant for over a hundred years, proving 
the old myth, "you can't teach an old dog 
new tricks," simply isn't true. 

"One of the first people co adopt 
a new technology on the farm is my 
grandfather," said Logan. "He is the 
person pushing to new innovations 
because he sees the economic benefit long 

The Hendrickson-Seidel ranch is a sixth-generation operation in northwest South Dakota. before any of us do." 

a cellphone, often without the cows ever 

knowing. 
"We aren't in their space, disrupting 

their natural habits," he said. ''All we have 

co do is pull our our phones and we know 
what is going on." 

In addition co convenience, cameras can 
also help producers catch complications 
that arise following the calving process. 
For instance, accessible oversight can allow 
a producer co prevent an unruly cow from 
unintentionally harming their newborn 
calf. The result is a better operational 
efficiency, fostering a more relaxed 
environment during an otherwise stressful 
rime and creating better outcomes for 
both the calf and mother. 

"It doesn't take long for these systems 
co pay for themselves," said Logan. ''And 
at the end of the day, it creates a more 
comfortable experience for the cow and 
calf during a very stressful time." 

The development of technology on the 
Hendrickson-Seidel ranch isn't just limited 

co cameras. Their family operation like 
other operations across the state has seen 
development in nearly every aspect of their 

operation through the generations. 
"It's nor technology in the sense 

of having the latest electronics but 
technology in the sense of development," 
said Logan. "My great grandfather went 
from using a 20-horsepower tractor with 
steel cracks at the beginning of his career 
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To have your event 

listed on this page, send 

complete information, 

including date, event, 

place and contact to your 

local electric cooperative. 

Include your name, 

address and daytime 

telephone number. 

Information must be 

submitted at least eight 

weeks prior to your 

event. Please call ahead 

to confirm date, time and 

location of event. 

NOV. 24 
Parade of Lights 
7 p.m. 
Dakota Avenue 
Huron, SD 

NOV. 25 
Mid-Winter Fair 
Gregory Auditorium 
Gregory, SD 
605-830-9778 

NOV. 30 
Christmas on the Prairie 
5 p.m. 
Miller, SD 

NOV. 30-DEC. 3 
Hatchery Holidays 
D.C. Booth Fish Hatchery 
Spearfish, SD 

DEC. 1-2 
Christmas in the Hills 
Hot Springs, SD 

DEC. 1-30 
Trees and Trains Exhibit 
SD State Railroad Museum 
Hill City, SD 

DEC. 1-30 
Holiday Express and Holiday 
Express Spiked 
1880 Train 
Hill City, SD 

DEC.2 
Rapid City Garden Club's 
62nd Annual Wreath and 
Centerpiece Sale 
8a.m. 
Central States Fairgrounds 
Rapid City, SD 

DEC.2 
6th Annual Holiday Party, 
Tour of Homes, Silent 
Auction 
4p.m. 
Olive Grove Golf Course 
Groton, SD 

DEC.2 
Parade of Lights 
6 p.m. 
Redfield, SD 

DEC.2 
Tabor Parade of Lights 
Vendor Fair 
4p.m. 
Parade of Lights 
5:30 p.m. 
Ham Drawing 
7:30 p.m. 
Tabor, SD 

DEC.2 
Julefest Scandinavian 
Christmas Festival and 
Bazaar 
8a.m. 
Our Saviors Lutheran Church 
Spearfish, SD 

DEC.3 
Hartford's Hometown 
Christmas 
7:30 a.m. 
Hartford, SD 

DEC. 8-9 
Alexandria's Winter Festival 
5 p.m. 
Alexandria, SD 

DEC. 8-9 
Junkin' Market Days 
W.H. Lyon Fairgrounds Expo 
Center 
Sioux Falls, SD 

DEC.9 
Parade of Lights 
5:30 p.m. 
Wessington, SD 

DEC. 10 
Hill City Senior Saturday 
Breakfast 
Hill City Center 
Hill City, SD 

DEC.17 
Christmas Cantata ¥· 

3 p.m. 
Hermosa United Church of 
Christ 
Hermosa, SD 

Note: Please make sure 
to call ahead to verify the 
event is still being held. 


