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MANAGER'S COLUMN 

A Thanksgiving Story 

Russell Gall 
Manager 

As I prepared to write my column 
this month, I gained inspiration 
from the movie ''A Christmas Story." 
There cannot be anyone who was 
not entertained by Ralphie as he 
narrated his bumbling holiday 
story according to his memory. It 
was probably so entertaining and 
popular because almost everyone has 
had a holiday when they can relate 
to Ralphie's Christmas. 

Throughout my life, the 
Thanksgiving holiday has always 
been hailed as an important event 
in my extended family. During 
my childhood, it was our family's 
tradition to travel to Scotland, SD 

to meet up with 

Thanksgiving Savings Time: 
my father's ten 
siblings and 

Remember to set your scales 
back 10 pounds this weekend. 

enjoy an amazing 
Thanksgiving 
feast. But to be 
honest, I used to 

dread that Thanksgiving gathering. 
Don't get me wrong, the food was 
great and my Dad's side of the 
family are all very nice people. My 
anxiety was simply that with the 
many cousins there 
to interact with, only 
a few were my age. 
Most of the cousins 
were years older, with 
perceptions of fun 
much different than 
mine. The activity 
of choice for this 
rambunctious group 
of cousins was always 
football. Although my 
male cousins played, 
slept, ate and drank 
football, it was not 
my thing. Since my 

only other option was 
playing Barbies with my 
female cousins, I simply 
capitulated, joined in with 
the gang, and took my fair 
share of hits, scrapes and 
bruises that go along with 
a playground gridiron 
contest. (We are not 
talking flag football here.) 
The dread was real. 

As I got older, the 
gang of cousins in 
attendance dwindled and 
the playground football 
games ceased. However, 
instead of physically 
getting into the game, the 
cousins started bringing 
a portable TY, sitting 
around it watching the 
Bowl games airing on all 
three available channels. 
Trying to fit in, I would 
hang with the group, 
completely ignorant to 
the conversation regarding 
the plays, the players, and 
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the teams. Honestly, I 
was confused as to what 
UCLA was as I gazed 
over yonder at the Barbie 
doll activity, weighing my 
options. Thanksgiving 
was the longest day in 
any year. My dislike of 
the holiday was purely 
because I was an oddball 
in this group. I was not a 
farm kid, I was raised with 
four older sisters and one 
younger, and I did not 
care for football. 

Of course, now I look 
back on that that time 
in my life with fondness 
and nostalgia, especially 
since most of my aunts, 
uncles and even a few of 
my cousins have passed 
on. As would be expected, 
I eventually began to look 
forward to the holiday 
activities, not only with 
my family, but with my 
spouse's family too. It 

(continued on page JO) 
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CO-OP NEWS 

~OU SPOKE, WE 
LISTENED 
BOARD APPROVES NEW DUE DATE 
PAYMENT DATE NOW THE 20TH OF EACH MONTH 

For as long as many of our members 
can remember, the due date for 
payment of monthly electric bills has 
been the 15th of the month. However, 
it had been proving more and more 
difficult to ensure that statements 
were received early enough to provide 
adequate time for returning payments. 

The short explanation for this is that 
there is certain data that CME must 
receive from our power provider 
in order to correctly and accurately 
calculate the billing amounts. Often, 
we are not able to receive that data 
until the 6th or 7th day of the month. 
Once the statements are completed, 
it takes approximately another five 
days for them to be mailed from our 
billing center in St. Louis, MO back to 
our members in South Dakota. With a 
due date of the 15th, this often left only 
a few days turn-around time before 
payment was expected. And boy, did 
members ever let us know how they felt 

about that! We received more notes, calls, and 
comments on this issue than any other topic 
we can remember. Even though we were very 
liberal about waMng late fees until later in the 
month, just seeing that due date of the 15th 
printed on the bill was upsetting to many. 

It has now been approved by the Board of 
Directors to officially extend the monthly due 
date to the 20th of each month, in hopes that 
this will provide plenty of time for payments 
to be returned. 

It is important to note that EFT, or "auto­
payments", will still clear member accounts 
on the 15th. This will not change. It is also 
important to mention that the extension of 
the due date does NOT lengthen any grace 
period given to past-due accounts. The 
timeline for past-due notices and/or possible 
disconnecton of service for non-payment 
WILL NOT CHANGE. 

We welcome feedback from our members 
and view it as a way to help us improve our 
service to you. 
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DRIVING SAFETY 

Drowsy Driving 
Drowsy Driving Prevention Week (Nov. 5-11, 2023), held every 

year during the first full week of November, is a good time to remem­
ber that drowsy driving is impaired driving. 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 

about 1 in 25 adult drivers report having fullen asleep while driving 
in the previous 30 days, and many more admit to driving when they 
were sleep-deprived. 

These startling figures show how prevalent drowsy driving is. What 
drivers may not realli.e is how much drowsy driving puts themselves -
and others - at risk. In fact, an estimated 6,400 people died annually 

in crashes involving drowsy driving, according to the National Sleep 
Foundation. 

Driving while drowsy is similar to driving under influence of 
alcohol. 

• Drivers' reaction times, awareness of hazards and ability to 
sustain attention all worsen the drowsier the driver. 

• Driving after going more than 20 hours without sleep is the 
equivalent of driving with a blood-alcohol concentration of 
0.08% - the U.S. legal limit. 
You are three times more likely to be in a car crash if you are 

fatigued. 
A driver might not even know when he or she is fatigued because 

signs of fatigue are hard to identify. Some people may also experience 
micro-sleep - short, involuntary periods of inattention. In the 4 or 
5 seconds a driver experiences micro-sleep, at highway speed, the 
vehicle will travel the length of a football field. 

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration estimates that 
every year about 100,000 police-reported, drowsy-driving crashes 
result in nearly 800 fatalities and about 50,000 injuries. The real 
number may be much higher, however, as it is difficult to determine 

whether a driver was drowsy at the time of a crash. 
A study by the AM Foundation for Traffic Safety estimated that 

328,000 drowsy driving crashes occur annually. That's more than 
three times the police-reported number. The same study found that 
109,000 of those drowsy driving crashes resulted in an injury and 
about 6,400 were fatal. The researchers suggest the prevalence of 
drowsy driving fatalities is more than 350% greater than reported. 

Beyond the human toll is the economic one. NHTSA estimates 
fatigue-related crashes resulting in injury or death cost society $109 

billion annually, not including property damage. 

Drowsy driving affects everyone, including adolescents and teens, 
who are not getting enough sleep (according to the CDC, it is recom­
mended that teens get 8-10 hours of sleep each night). That means 
interventions focusing on this age group can help reduce drowsy 
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driving. One such intervention is for parents to incorporate discus­
sions and rules on drowsy driving while completing their parent-teen 
driving agreements. 
Other ways to reduce drowsy driving include: 

Crash avoidance technologies: New and existing safety 

technologies, such as drowsiness alert and lane departure 
warnings, can detect common drowsy driving patterns and 
warn drivers to stay in their lane or take a break 

• University interventions: College students receive less than 
average sleep, with some estimates at less than six hours a 
night; education programs aimed at college students may help 
curb drowsy driving and instill healthier behaviors that can 
last into adulthood 

• Getting more sleep: According to the American Academy of 
Sleep Medicine and the Sleep Research Society, adults should 
get seven or more hours of sleep each night 

• Medication labels: An article by Consumer Reports found 
that side-effect warnings are not always clear; new labeling 
guidelines may help drivers understand when to drive or not 
drive after taking these medications 

• Employers: Workplaces with strong off-the-job safety and 
health programs can include key information on getting 
sufficient sleep and refraining &om driving drowsy 

Source: National Safety Council 

ir--- --- -

Don't Fly Kites Near Power Lines! 
Jason Willman, Age 9 
Jason Willman advises people it's not safe to fly kites . 
around power lines. Jason is the son of Dave and April 
Willman from Yankton, S.D., members of Clay-Union 
Electric Corporation. 
Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your 
local electric cooperative (address found on Page 3). If your 
poster is published, you'll receive a prize. All entries must 
include your name, age, mailing address and the names of 
your parents. Colored drawings are encouraged. 



Please send your favorite recipes 
to your local electric cooperative 
(address found on Page 3). Each 
recipe printed will be entered into a 
drawing for a prize In December 2023. 
All entries must include your name, 
mailing address, phone number and 
cooperative name. 
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All photos courtesty of Brad Letcher (Chaos Photography, Huron SD), Roger Lawien (Moreau-Grand Electric, nmber Lake SD), and Mike Dangel, CME. 

Imagine you're traveling through 
Charles Mix County, when all 
of a sudden, you meet a caravan 
consisting of motorcycles, classic 
cars, sports cars and convertibles, 
with a chartered "party bus" 
bringing up the rear. All traveling 
the same direction, all driving or 
riding for the same purpose. If you 
met this motorcade as it snaked its 
way through the hills and valleys, 
you got a glimpse of the event 
known as the Line Patrol Charity 
Ride. This year, approximately 185 
riders were "riding for a cause", 
raising money that will support 
fellow co-op family members in 
need. 

The Line Patrol relief fund is a 
concept that became a reality in 
2003. For the past twenty years, 
co-ops throughout SD have 
supported the cause with fund-

raising activities such as raffles, 
bowling and golf tournaments, 
auctions, clothing sales, and other 
activities. In fact, the calendar 
raffle and monthly drawings that 
CME sponsored in 2023 directly 
supported this cause. But the 
"granddaddy" of these special events 
is the Charity Ride and benefit 
auction, traditionally held each year 
on the weekend following Labor 
Day. 

Sponsorship of the annual ride 
is rotated amongst various co-ops 
who express an interest in hosting 
the event and want to showcase 
the natural beauty of their service 
territory. This year's ride, the 21st 
annual, was hosted by CME and our 
neighbor co-op Douglas Electric, 
and was the culmination of over a 
year's worth of hard work, planning, 
and preparation. 
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The event 
kicked off 
on a Friday 
night with 
a social 
evening, 
music, and 
food sponsored 
by various 
vendors and 
material 
suppliers 
with whom 
the co-ops 
do business. 
After a hearty 
early-morning 
breakfast on 

CME's efforts 
helped raise over 

$50,000 
for the Line Patrol 

Charity Relief Fund 

The Charity Ride 
Fund has paid out 

$664K 
in assistance to co-op 

families in need. 

Saturday, it was time to "head 'em 
up and move 'em out" . Motors 
revved as the parade of vehicles 
traveled from Lake Andes to 
Pickstown, through Marty, 



With an eye on the clouds, riders depart from the CME parking lot. Thankfully, the rain held 

off, providing excellent riding conditions. 

Greenwood, and past the scenic 
chalk rock bluffs of the Missouri 
River, back up through Wagner 
and Armour, before heading west 
towards Platte. Stops were made at 
the Visitors' Center near Pickstown, 
Valley Pump in Wagner, Douglas 
Electric's headquarters in Armour, 
and the Platte Creek Store south 
and west of Platte. 

The evening peaked with a 
celebratory banquet and auction 
held at the Rainbow Room in 
Pickstown. There, participants 
again opened their hearts and their 
pocketbooks, generously bidding on 
and sometimes fiercely competing 
for a variety of donated gifts through 
silent and live auction action. 

Just how successful was the 
event? Thanks to the generosity of 
the riders, raffle participants, and 
corporate sponsors, CME was able 
to raise over $50,000, all of which 
will go to the charity's relief fund. 
The impact of this fund to co-op 
families in need is significant: In 
the two decades of the program's 
existence, over 260 families 
experiencing financial hardship due 
to accidents, injuries, medical issues, 
or other catastrophic losses have 
been assisted to the tune of over 
$664,000. 

The tradition of riding for a cause 
will continue next year in Murdo, 
with the event being hosted by West 
Central, Lacreek, and Cherry-Todd 
electric co-ops. 

Riders crest the hill with the Ft. Randall Dam in the background. Right Bikes and vehicles of 

all types were spotted enjoying the ride. For more photos, see page 11 . 

CO-OP NEWS 

THANKYOU'S 

Our sincere thanks to those who helped 

make our event a success, including: 

• Corporate sponsors Altec, Irby Supply 
Co., Border States Electric, Dakota Supply 
Group, RESCO, WESCO, and Okonite for 
sponsoring meals and entertainment. 

• Charles Mix County law enforcement 
for helping with traffic control. 

• Mr. Brad Veurink and Mr. Dan Clark for 
offering their auctioneering skills. 

• Lakeview Colony for preparing and 
serving the Saturday evening banquet. 

• Lake Andes Fire Dept for bartending 
the social evening and banquet and for 
assisting with traffic control. 

• Valley Pump, Platte Creek Store, and 
Ft. Randall Dam visitor center for their 
hospitality in providing rest stops. 
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WINGS OF VALOR 

WINGS OF 
VALOR 
A Veteran's Retreat 
Shannon Marvel 

shannon.marvel@sdrea.coop 

Wings ofValor Lodge isn't just a hunting retreat 
offering veterans a good time and a free pheasant 
hunt, it's a place for them to come home. 

The non-profit organization offers all U.S. military 
veterans an all-expense paid hunt in the heart of 
pheasant country, about five miles south of Parker, 
South Dakota. 

The organization runs almost entirely on 
volunteers, donations and sponsorships and has 
already served more than 500 veterans from over 40 
states since it began operations in 2019. 

Sean Adams, the organization's president and 
co-founder, said the idea to open a hunting lodge 
came after discussions with the organization's 
now-CEO Bruce Weller back in 2018. 

Weller owned a private hunting lodge called Birds, 
Bucks and Berries, and was host to Adams and other 
veterans during his annual veterans' hunt. 

"Bruce was saying how the veterans' hunt was 
always the best day of the year, so I said, we can make 
every day the best day of the year if you want," said 
Adams. 

Adams, who was grievously injured while serving 
in Afghanistan resulting in a double amputation 
of his legs in 2012, said he was well-versed in the 
non-profit community by the time he and Weller 
began discussing opening a hunting lodge that served 
veterans. 

"I know pretty much how it works. If you do what 
you say, do it on time, do it well, serve veterans with a 

' level of professionalism, and have a little faith, people 
will come," Adams said. 

"From that conversation to Nov. 1, 2019, we 
worked on build site plans that I designed with one of 
the volunteers. We took a pavilion area that (Weller) 
used for weddings and put chalk lines everywhere, 
which is how we mapped out a building plan." 

Adams said he rolled his wheelchair around each 
room, and ifhe hit a chalk like, he'd remark the line 

Veterans enjoying their stay at Wings of Valor. to ensure it was handicap accessible. That was in 
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Right Sean Adams recovers in 
a hospital after suffering serious 
injuries in an IED explosion in 
Afghanistan in 2011 . 

January of 2019. Eleven 
months later, the lodge had 
been built and a group of 
veterans came to hunt under 
the newly established Wmgs 
ofValor Lodge. 

Adams said a premise of Wings ofValor 
Lodge is to welcome veterans' home to 
something chat's not chaotic, a place where 
they can find purpose and peace. 

There's no religious angle, nor any 
requirements ocher than having taken the 
oath to serve our country for a veteran 
to have their travel expenses and entire 
hunting trip paid for by the non-profit. 

"My generation fought in a war chat was 
religious based," Adams explained. "We do 
have a spiritual setting, but we don't press 
anything. We never want a veteran to feel 
chat they are oppressed by any sort of a 
faith." 

Whether a veteran is religious, Christian, 
Muslim, atheist, or simply spiritual, they 
will be amongst ochers who understand 
what they've been through. 

"No veteran is broken, they just need to 
come home," Adams said. 

"God did not call the qualified, he called 
the unqualified chat were willing to do 

whatever was asked. Don't chink because 
you did something oversees chat your any 
worse than the pastor in the pulpit. We're 
all sinners on chis earth." 

Nature is also a powerful tool chat 
Adams believes helps mend the mind, body 
and spirit. It's peaceful, which he said is the 
type of environment veterans need. 

"You need all chose to reground yourself 
back in society. It's really hard to come out 
of a war, or wars, and describe chat to the 
average human being," Adams said. 

The lodge has hosted veterans of World 
War II, the Korean War and Vietnam to 

veterans who 
have served in 
the wars in Iraq, 
Afghanistan and 
Operation Desert 
Storm. 

Many of the 
veterans chat have 
come to the lodge 
have never had 
a chance to heal 
or "come home", 
Adams said. 

Some of chose 
men were Marines chat Adams served with 
directly a decade ago. 

"They saw me in an IED blast. They 
didn't have time to heal. They were able 
to see chat I was okay and it was time for 
chem to start healing. They had given 
enough to the country. It was time to start 
the healing process," Adams said. 

"We also had a veteran talk about 
Vietnam. He 
hadn't talked 
about it since 
1968," Adams 
said. 

Combat 

WINGS OF VALOR 

Older veterans find purpose in helping 
their younger counterparts. Adams said the 
connection can be overwhelming at times 
for the Vietnam veterans because of the 
newfound sense of purpose they find in 
these interactions. 

Adams said raising kids and having 
companionship with your wife or husband 
is meaningful to veterans, but they ofi:en 
go without the relationships they had with 
their fellow soldiers they had beside chem 
in the heat of battle. 

"Giving someone millions of dollars, 
houses, or trip - chat's great. But chat's only 
mending the problem. Giving someone a 
sense of purpose is something we have to 
do," Adams said. 

"When the Vietnam veterans tell 
my generation 'I get it, and it won't last 
forever', it gives the Vietnam guys a sense 
of purpose. The longer you hold it in the 
deeper it gets. That's something we realized 
at Walter Reed. We started getting off our 
medications the more we talked about 
what happened." 

Adams said any veteran who wants 
to come and hunt at the Wmgs ofValor 
Lodge need only apply. 

Individual applications come to the 
lodge free of charge. That means the 
organization will cover the cost of travel 
and any ocher expenses incurred to ensure 
the veteran doesn't pay a dime out of their 
own pocket. 

To apply for a hunt or learn more 
about Wmgs ofValor Lodge, go to www. 

wingsofvalorlodge.org. 

veterans, 
regardless of 
where they 
served or 
experienced 
warfare, establish 
a connection 
with one another 
at the lodge. 

A handicap accessible bedroom at Wings of Valor lodge 
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CO-OP NEWS 

Manager's Column 
continued from page 2 

seems every family had 
their own traditions 
that were, quite frankly, 
something to look 
forward to. I didn't 
always fit in there either. 
However, I still enjoyed 
myself enough to wish 
I could turn back time 
and relish more fully the 
limited time spent at 
those holiday gatherings. 

We now find ourselves 
in November with the 
Thanksgiving holiday 
celebration quickly 
approaching. There is so 
much to be thankful for 
if we just step back and 
take it all in. Personally, 
I am very thankful for 
my spouse, family and 

friends, my grandchildren 
and turkey dinners. I am 
even thankful for football 
commercials and Barbie 
dolls . 

I am also very thankful 
to be involved in this 
electric cooperative. It's 
because of the members, 
the great employee 
group and the seven 
outstanding directors on 
the board that make this 
the best place to work 
in Charles Mix County. 
I hope that everyone 
sees the someone or the 
something that they 
should be thankful for 
this coming Turkey Day 
and every day thereafter. 

God Bless and stay safe 
out there. 

This Thanksgiving, 
my thoughts and 
prayers go out to 
everyone who 
has to do 
the dishes. 

OFFICIAL NOTICE OF PUBLICATION 
STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION 

(REQUIRED BY 39 U5.C. 3685) 

1. Publication title: Charles Mix Electric Cooperative Connections 2. Publication No. 018877 
3. Filing Date: 09/26/23 4. Issue Frequency: Monthly 
S. No. of Issues Published Annual ly: 12 6. Annual Subscription Price: $6 
7. Complete Mailing Address of Known Office of Publication: PO Box 10, Lake Andes, SD 57356 

8. Complete Mailing Address of Headquarters or General Business Office of Publisher: same 

9. Full Names and Complete Mailing Address of Publisher, Editor & Managing Editor: 
Publisher: Charles Mix Electric Assn. Inc., 21 OS. 9th Ave., Lake Andes, SO 57356 
Editor. Sally J. Florey 
Managing Editor: Russell A. Gall 

1 O. Owner: Charles Mix Electric Assn. Inc. 
11 . Known bondholders/mortgagees, and Other Security Holders Owning or Holding 1 Percent or 

More ofTotal Amount of Bonds, Mortgages, or Other Securities: RUS, CFC 
12. Tax Status: Purpose, function and nonprofit status of this organization and the exempt status for 

federal income tax purposes: Has Not Changed During Preceding 12 Months 
13. Publication Title: Charles Mix Electric Cooperative Connections 
14. Issue Date of Circulation Below: October 2023 

Avg. No. of Copies Each Single Issue 
15. Extent and Nature Issue During Nearest to 

of Circulation Preceding 12 Months Filing Date 
A. Total number of copies (net press run,,_ _______ 1971 _____ 19S8 
B. Paid and/or Requested Circulation 

1. Paid/Requested Outside County Mail Subscriptions; ____ l B34, _____ 1832 
2. Paid In-County Subscriptions ___________ o O 
3. Sales Through Dealers, Carriers, Street Vendors &Counter Sales ...... - ..... 0 O 
4. Other Classes Mailed Through the U5P5, ________ o 0 

C. Total Paid and/or Requested Ci rculation _______ 1834 1832 
0. FreeDlstributionbyMai1 ____________ 97 5 
E. Free Distribution Outskle the Mail __________ 3 1 
F. Total Free Distribution _______ _____ l()(), _____ _oo 

G. Total Distributio,r, ______________ 1934>-----1918 
H. Copies Not Distributed ____________ _,7 40 
I. Total _________________ l971 1958 
Percent Paid and/or Requested Circulation1 ________ 95<M, 96% 

Statement of Ownership, Management and Circulation as of October 1, 2023 

10 COOPERATIVE CONNECTIONS I NOVEMBER 2023 



More photos from the charity 
fundra iser hosted by CME 
and Douglas Electric. In 
addition to the ride itself, the 
weekend included a pre-ride 
social gathering on Friday 
evening, and was capped off 
with a supper and auction. 

PHOTO GALLERY 

The weekend's events were 
funded by various corporate 
sponsors, meaning that nearly 
100% of the funds raised, 
except for a few incidental 
expenses, went directly to the 
charity. The dollars raised are 
used to assist rural electric 
employees and/or their family 
members who have suffered 
financial hardships, medical 
emergencies, or other types of 
catastrophic loss. 

Employees of Irby Co., one of CM E's supply vendors, sponsored and served the Friday evening barbecue 

and donated several raffle prizes. 

Sponsored by equipment dealer Altec Inc., the band 

"White Creek" entertained the crowd on Friday evening. 

Auctioneers Brad Veurink and Dan Clark entertained the crowd while garnering 

top dollar for coveted prizes donated to the fund raiser. 

Bidder #217 competes for her shot at one 

of the hotly sought-after auction items. 

Who says all the fun has to be for the grown-ups?? These two youngsters are all smiles after 

winning an XBox gaming system and a crisp new $100 bill. 
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DIGNITY 
Celebrating American Indian Heritage 
Scott Waltman 

Rising from the prairie land as it gives 
way to bluffs on the east side of the 
Missouri River is a spectacular sculpture 
commemorating both South Dakota's 
125 anniversary and the state's original 
inhabitants. 

Dignity of the Earth and Sky was 
built by Sturgis-based sculptor Dale 
Claude Lamphere, who used to be the 
state's poet laureate. 

The sculpture was erected in 2016 
after Norm and Eunabel McKie 
announced it as a gift to South Dakota 
upon the state's quasquicentennial in 
2014. 

Dignity towers 50 feet above the 
ground, beckoning motorists as they 
travel along Interstate 90. From the 

east, it's the gateway to West River 
en route to the beautiful Black Hills. 
From the west, it's a sign to travelers 
that they are closer 
to the Minnesota 
border than the 
state's most popular 
playgrounds that 
range from Wall to 
Spearfish to Hot 
Springs. 

Ashley Riehle 
of Sylvania, Ohio, 
which is on the 
northwestern 
outskins ofToledo 
and just south 
of the Michigan 
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Dignity courtesy ofTravel South Dakota 

border, said the stretch ofI-90 alone 
makes South Dakota one of the best 
road trip states in the nation. 

She visited South Dakota in 2021, 
driving from Sioux Falls to the Black 
Hills and back and twice stopping at 
the Dignity monument. She planned to 
visit the sculpture during her drive but 
said the Chamberlain area also doubled 
as a logical place to take a break. 

As a history buff, Riehle appreciates 



Jeremy and Stacey Waltner of Freeman visit the 
Dignity of Earth and Sky sculpture in 2018. 

both the beauty and the significance of 
Dignity. 

"I thought it was great that South 
Dakota acknowledges the first people 
that occupied the state," she said. 

Many states don't, she said, and she 
doesn't know of any such significant 
recognitions in Ohio or Michigan. 

Jeremy Waltner of Freeman, South 
Dakota, also appreciates the sculpture 
on multiple levels. 

"It is as impressive as you can imagine 
just in terms of both size and impact," 
he said. 

Being a South Dakotan, he knew of 
Dignity and that he wanted to visit. 
But he also wanted to make sure his 
wife Stacey, daughter Ella and son 
Oliver could share the experience. They 
stopped during a trip west in summer 
2018. 

The sculpture pays homage to South 
Dakota's Native American population, 
setting it apart from so many other 
tourist stops in the state, Waltner said. 

"It's education as much as it is art," 
he said, adding that the context behind 
Dignity is critical. 

Three Native American women from 
Rapid City served as models for the 
sculpture, which was created east of 
the town in an isolated area along the 
Cheyenne River. 

Lamphere's other creations include 
work in the South Dakota State Capitol 
in Pierre and the Arch of Dreams in 
Sioux Falls. He's done commissioned 
portraits of Bob and Dolores Hope, 
Burl Ives, Walter Annenberg, George 
and Eleanor McGovern and others, 
according to his website. 

For Dignity, he had a specific goal. 
"I wanted something that would really 

honor the indigenous people of the 
Great Plains, and I kept that in mind 
all the time. I made the work reflect the 
name that it has of Dignity, and I think 
that's part of what makes it work so 
well," Lanphere has said of his creation. 

Riehle noted that the star quilt 
Dignity wears has meaning. 

It's comprised of more than 100 blue 
diamonds as Dignity holds it behind her 
back in her outstretched arms. 

In Native American culture, star 
quilts are a sign of respect and are often 
given as gifts to honor somebody for a 
substantial achievement in their life. 

Including the quilt was a nice touch 
that took some planning, Riehle said, 
because it's a direct tie to the Lakota 
culture. 

While there is a plaque at Dignity that 
briefly tells the story of the sculpture, 
Waltner said he's not sure most people 
realize the history. 

In fact, he said, he's not sure if most 
people set out to visit Dignity or just 
happen across her as they zip through 
the heart of the state on the interstate. 

"It's South Dakota's greatest 
conversational piece outside of two 
gigantic granite carvings in the Black 
Hills," Waltner said, referring to 
Mount Rushmore and the Crazy Horse 
Memorial. 

Either way, he said, people who take 
time to admire the grand piece of art 
wind up learning a little bit. 

When he stopped with his family, he 
said there was a good crowd of people 
visiting about the sculpture, smiling as 
they looked on in awe and waiting in 
line so they could get their pictures taken 

DIGNITY 

with Dignity. 
Waltner said he has stopped to see the 

sculpture twice on his own. 
Riehle met friends from Denver and 

Chicago in the Black Hills as part of 
her trip. She had been to South Dakota 
before but got to see and do much 
more in 2021. She visited Sioux Falls, 
Mitchell's Corn Palace, Deadwood, the 
Badlands, Wall Drug, Spearfish Canyon, 
Custer State Park, the Chapel in the 
Hills, Pactola Lake, Palisades State Park 
and other popular places. 

All were fun, but Dignity was special, 
she said, because it is a reflection of 
the true foundation of South Dakota's 
history. 

"So much history focuses on when the 
white settlers got there," Riehle said. 

Dignity is deeper. 
The McKies donated $1 million to the 

Dignity project. Less than a decade later, 
that investment helps the thousands 
upon thousands of people who stop just 
east of Chamberlain each year take a 
moment to remember and acknowledge 
the rich history of South Dakota's first 
citizens. 

Additional Facts: 
• November is National American 

Indian Heritage Month. It's a 
time to remember and celebrate 
the important contributions of 
Native people and their cultures, 
traditions, and histories. 

• The first state to declare and 
celebrate an American Indian 
Day was New York on the second 
Saturday in May 1916. 

• In 1990, the month of November 
was approved by a joint reso­
lution and signed by President 
George H. W. Bush as #Nation-
al American Indian Heritage 
Month.ff 

• Central Electric Cooperative 
proudly powers Dignity and the 
rest area where thousands of 
visitors stop each year to cele­
brate the beauty of the American 
Indian. 
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Scott Pudwill, director of the Aberdeen Public School District's A-TEC Academy shows school board members one of three electric vehicles purchased for the 
academy's automotive class. Photo courtesy of The Aberdeen Insider 

The Rise of Career and 
Technical Education 
Scott Waltman 

Many high school graduates in South 
Dakota are veering from the traditional 

path to college and a four-year degree. 
Career and technical education classes 

continue to grow in popularity with 

school districts expanding their offerings 

and academies and seeing more students 

interested in those classes. 

During the 2021-22 school year, there 

were 25,282 South Dakota public school 

students taking some type of career or 

technical training class, according to 
information from the South Dakota 

Department of Education. That number 

includes students who took more than one 

class. 
Those are the most recent complete 

numbers available from the state. 
More and more, those classes get 

young people prepared for jobs that offer 

good wages and benefits. The perception 
of what, decades ago, was called "tech 

school" has changed, and the number 

of students taking classes that focus on 

agriculture, manufacturing, hospitality and 

tourism, and architecture and construction 

continues to rise. 
In recent months, the Aberdeen Public 

School District expanded its A-TEC 

Academy on the campus of Central High 

School. The project cost roughly $3.6 
million. 

New spaces for agriculture, funily 

and consumer sciences, networking, and 
broadcast courses were added, though the 

district offers other career and technical 

education classes. 

The agriculture program is especially 

popular, said Scott Pudwill, the district's 

A-TEC Academy director. 

Before the expansion, he said, all of 

the ag classes were in one room. Now, ag 
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classes have a multipurpose space with 

tables and sinks and the academy has a new 
greenhouse. 

Students were starting to put plant 

beds together at the end of September 

and, Pudwill said, the kids will be able to 

monitor them during the winter months 

with the new facility. 

He said ag classes average about 105 
students per term, which is nine weeks. The 

automotive program is almost as popular 
with about 400 students taking classes over 

the course of a school year, he said. 

Career and technical education classes 
are also popular in the Harrisburg School 

District, said Breanne Lynch, the district's 

career and technical education coordinator. 

Harrisburg offers classes in 13 of the 16 
dusters the state has, she said, and about 

half of the 1,700 students in grades nine 
through 12 take career and tech classes. 

If you included internships, work-based 

learning and other options, about 90% 
of high school students have a career 

or technical education-rdated class or 

experience during their four years, Lynch 

said. 

The district continues to offer more 
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options. For example, Lynch said, a home 

builders academy opened in 2019. That 
first year, students built a full house. Now, 

they are working on tiny homes that will 

eventually go to veterans, she said. 

In Aberdeen, A-TEC students have 

built cabins for the ciry's Wylie Park 

campground. 

Both districts have partnerships with 
their local home builders associations. 

Harrisburg's automotive program teams 

with Schulte Subaru in town. As is the case 
with many career and technical education 

classes, that gives students the chance to get 

hands-on experience. 

Lynch said that when Schulte buys cars 

at auction, students have the chance to 

diagnose what problems there might be. 
They also do basic work like change the 

oil on district staff cars. That gives them 
experience in what it's like to work at a 

quick stop, she said. 

Harrisburg students in the business 

management and administration cluster 
operate the Roar Store at the school. It 
offers snacks and drinks to students when 

meals aren't being served, Lynch said. For 

managing the store, including tasks like 

working with wholesalers to purchase 

products, the kids are paid in Roar Bucks 

they can spend at the store. 

The aim of all of the career and technical 

education classes is to prepare students 

for the workforce, Lynch said. Workforce 

development is a prime focus of state 
leaders, she said. 

Aberdeen Central's A-TEC Academy had 

a shop before the expansion. But students 

will get to try their hand at something new 
this school year. 

The auto curriculum now has three 

electric cars, Pudwill said. Students will be 
able to build them, then the vehicles can be 
taken apart and used in future years. 

Once finished, the cars will look 

somewhat like a dune buggy, he said. But 
they can be licensed and driven on streets 
and roads. 

Even if students who take career and 

technical education classes choose another 

profession, they'll still have the skills to, for 

TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

example, make home or vehicle repairs, 
Pudwill said. 

For those who go onto a postsecondary 

school, many of the programs are one or 

two years, Pudwill said. So students get 

into the workforce quicker while accruing 

less debt than they would at a traditional 

four-year college or university, he said. 

Bobbie Jo Donovan is the college and 
career readiness manager for the Rapid Ciry 

Public School District and past president 

of the South Dakota Association for Career 

and Technical Education. The number of 

high school students taking those courses is 
certainly on the uptick, she said. 

One of the biggest challenges is finding 

qualified, certified 

teachers to lead the 
classes, she said. 

Sometimes there's a 

communiry member 

with a strong background 

in a profession who 

isn't certified but would 

make a good teaching 

candidate, Donovan said. 

The state has programs 

to help those folks, who, 

because of their career 
experience, can ofi:en offer 

a wealth of knowledge to 
students, she said 

through eighth grade. Career learning 
can begin as early as age 4, so keeping 
students interested and curious in career 

and technical education options will pay 
dividends in the future, she said. 

"We also know that students who take 

multiple CTE classes are more engaged 

in learning and see a higher graduation 

rate," said Nancy Van Der Weide, public 

information specialist with the state 

Department of education. 

"Statewide, 82% of high school students 

graduated on time in the 2021-22 school 

year, but 94% of students who were actively 

involved in CTE graduated on time," she 

said. 

So many careers 

can start in high 

school with 

Harrisburg students working on a car in the automotive class. 

career and 
tech classes, 

Donovan said, 

and school 
districts want to 

be able to help 

those young 

people, she 

said. 

Lynch said 

the Harrisburg 
district 

also offers 

opportunities 

to students in 

kindergarten 

Photo courtesy of Harrisburg School District 

Students in the Harrisburg School District's home builders academy have built a full 
house. Photo courtesy of john Klemme 
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To have your event 

listed on this page, send 

complete information, 

including date, event. 

place and contact to your 

local electric cooperative. 

Include your name, 

address and daytime 

telephone number. 

Information must be 

submitted at least eight 

weeks prior to your 

event Please call ahead 

to confirm date, time and 

location of event 

OCT. 24-28 
Grey Goose Halloween 
Display 
6p.m. 
19988 Grey Goose Rd. 
Pierre, SD 

OCT. 28 
Hill City Children's Boo Bash 
and Pumpkin Festival 
Hill City Visitor's Center 
Hill City, SD 
605-574-2368 

OCT. 28-29 
Dakota Territory Gun 
Collectors Association 
Ramkota Hotel Exhibit Hall 
Sioux Falls, SD 
605-731-9155 

NOV.3 
Plankinton Service Club Fun 
Night 
7p.m. 
Aurora County Ag Building 
Planktinton, SD 

NOV.4-5 
Benson's Flea Market 
W.H. Lyons Fairgrounds 
Sioux Falls, SD 

NOV.5 
American Legion Post 15 
Pancake Breakfast 
8:30 a.m. 
S.D. Military Heritage Alliance 
Building 
Sioux Falls, SD 

NOV.5 
Turkey Dinner/ Silent 
Auction 
11 :45 a.m. 
RVUMC 
Rapid City, SD 

NOV.10-12 
Christmas at the Barn 
10a.m. 
Groton, SD 

NOV. 10-11 
Sioux Empire Arts & Crafts 
Show 
W.H. Lyon Fairgrounds 
Sioux Falls, SD 

NOV.11 
Sisseton Area Merchants 
& Crafters Holiday 
Extravaganza 
Sisseton, SD 

NOV.12 
Lutefisk, Lefse & Meatball 
4-7 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Chamberlain, SD 
605-730-0553 

NOV.24 
Parade of Lights 
7p.m. 
Dakota Avenue 
Huron, SD 

NOV.25 
Mid-Winter Fair 
Gregory Auditorium 
Gregory, SD 
605-830-9778 

NOV. 30-DEC. 3 
Hatchery Holidays 
D.C. Booth Fish Hatchery 
Spearfish, SD 

DEC.2 
6th Annual Holiday Party, 
Tour of Homes, Silent 
Auction 
4p.m. 
Olive Grove Golf Course 
Groton, SD 

DEC. 8-9 
Alexandria's Winter Festival 
5p.m. 
Alexandria, SD 

DEC. 8-9 
Junkin' Market Days 
W.H. Lyon Fairgrounds Expo 
Center 
Sioux Falls, SD 
605-941-4958 

DEC.17 
Christmas Cantata 
3p.m. 
Hermosa United Church of 
Christ 
Hermosa, SD 

Note: Please make sure 
to call ahead to verify the 
event is still being held. 




